Short report about the progress of CSIR Tennis Development Workshop for the first half of 2017

The year 2017 has been full of activity for the CSIR Tennis Development and a number of objectives have been achieved in the first half of the year. These include (i) a growing number of players, (ii) a growing number of coaches
, (iii) an increased number of sponsors, and (iv) forging of relationships with other clubs. 
Since beginning of 2017 the number of participating children  has increased steadily and on many occasions we counted over 70 children on the courts. So much so that sometimes a 3rd taxi had to be organised to transport the players. The year has seen not only players from Mamelodi and CSIR taking part in the programme but we have managed to attract development players, children of different races and parents, from the surrounding suburbs. The participation of parents, even though their attendance is inconsistent, has been a welcome development. This proves that there is a tremendous interest to play the sport of tennis given the opportunity to do so.

The success of this project largely depends on, besides the invaluable sponsorship for transport and intermittent support with tennis apparels for the players, people committing themselves to the project. We are very lucky and grateful to have 
Dr 
Thato Foko, a CSIR employee and father of two tennis playing children. He initiated a racket drive at his own club of Rooihuiskraal and now we do have a lot more rackets for the children. This relationship with Rooihuiskraal Tennis Club has also seen some of their players taking part in our Saturday programme. Also with Thato’s help 15 of our girl players recently received winter jackets from SportBit, much to the delight of the recipients. Many thanks go to Martin Maswanganyi the owner and manager of SportBit – a sport apparel company. 

Further thanks go to Prof Francis Nsubuga, a CSIR Tennis Club member, who is also committed to coaching the children on Saturday mornings. He does an expert job especially with the youngest players. Danica Malan, an ATP tour player, helps whenever it is possible.
And thirdly, the real backbones of the project are the young players who are part of this programme and now help with coaching, organisation of development tournaments and motivation. They are serving as role models such as playing Club Championships and GN league matches, qualifying as certified coaches. 6 players took part in Gauteng Cup trials last week and two of our candidates are going through to compete in the Gauteng Cup held at Arthur Ash Tennis Centre in Soweto on 1-2 July 2017.  Further special achievements by several of our players are participation in the yearly High School Interpro and in the trials for SA School Championships. And last but not least we are proud to mention that Mosedi Foko, an under 10 player, was accepted to the provincial Gauteng North Junior Tennis squad at the beginning of this year.
Another highlight of the first half of this year was that 24 children witnessed Davis Cup action on 5 February held in Irene. Just before the Davis Cup our players had the opportunity to interact with SA Davis Cup players in a tennis clinic in Mamelodi. Two months later 16 of our players were chosen to take part in the second Davis Cup clinic in April that happened at the Davis Cup venue also at Irene. 
My sincere thanks go to the Hendri Coetzee Trust for the wonderful sponsorship for this project and thus contributing to the betterment of our community and giving young lives the opportunity to follow their dreams.
Project Leader and Head Coach

Hermi Day
PS: Attached is our half year in pictures.
�2 new coaches [mentioned] and my support/Francis]


�Give this programme some punch


�How about adding that one of our players is part of the GNJT under 10 (Mosedi) [as another one of these players who are doing raising our flack)????





